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Instructions to Authors 
The Journal of Developments in Sustainable Ag-
riculture is a J -Stage based online English journal 
published by the Agriculture and Forestry Re-
search Center, University of Tsukuba. Journal of 
Developments in Sustainable Agriculture primarily 
publishes review articles invited by the editorial 
board. All submitted articles will be peer reviewed 
by two or more referees. All manuscripts must be 
submitted by the date stated in the letter of invita-
tion to be published in the journal. The journal will 
be published and available online at http://www. 
jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/jdsa/. A limited number of 
hard copies of the journal will be published for 
distribution to the contributing authors. 
Submission of Papers online: 
Authors should submit their manuscripts by 
e-mail to the following address: 
jdsa@nourin.tsukuba.ac.jp 
Authors, Reviewers and Editors send and receive 
all correspondence bye-mail and no paper corre-
spondence is necessary. If you have any further 
questions, you may direct your queries to: 
jdsa@nourin.tsukuba.ac.jp 
Submission of Papers through the mail: 
However, if authors can not submit their manu-
scripts bye-mail, they are requested to submit one 
copy of their original manuscript, including good 
quality figures, and a 3.5 inch 1.44 megabyte IBM 
formatted floppy disk or CD copy to the Editorial 
Committee of JDSA, Agricultural and Forestry 
Research Center, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 
Ibaraki, 305-8577 JAPAN. The electronic copy 
should match the hardcopy exactly. 
Manuscript Preparation 
1) General: The length of the manuscript should 
not exceed 30 double-spaced A4 pages, inclusive of 
figures and tables (10 printed pages). It should be 
printed on one side of A4 (210 mm X 295 mm) 
paper, using double spacing and at least 25 mm 
margins on all sides. A Times New Roman font 
size of 12 pt is required. The corresponding author 
should be identified (include telephone, fax number 
and E-mail address). Full postal addresses must be 
given for all co-authors. The Editors reserve the 
right to adjust style to certain standards of uni-
formity. Authors should retain a copy of their 
manuscript since we cannot accept responsibility 
for damage or loss of papers. 
2) Text: Follow this order when organizing manu-
scripts: Title, Authors, Affiliations, Running title, 
Summary, Keywords, Introduction, Main text, 
Conclusions, Acknowledgements, References, Fig-
ure Captions, Tables and then Figures and Illustra-
tions. Do not import the Figures or Tables into 
your text. Place tables at the end of the manuscript 
file and figures in a separate powerpoint file. The 
corresponding author should be identified with an 
asterisk and a complete address and e-mail address 
provided. Please do not use footnotes in the title 
page or in the manuscript. Only standard abbrevi-
ations should be used. Subject specific abbrevia-
tions and jargon will not be accepted. 
3) Summary: This should be a brief summary of the 
contents and conclusions of the paper, and should 
be approximately 300 words and not contain refer-
ences. 
4) Keywords: No more than five key word entries 
should be provided for rapid scanning of the con-
tents of the paper and for compiling the index. 
5) Introduction: The introduction should contain a 
brief survey of the relevant literature and the 
reasons for doing the work. 
6) Main Text: The main text should be organized 
logically following the standard rules of English 
writing. Subtitles may be used to identify the con-
tent of each section. 
7) Conclusion: Briefly summarize the contents of 
the main text and discuss the importance of the 
findings presented in the main text. This may also 
include recommendations and applications. 
8) References: All publications cited in the text 
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should be presented in an alphabetical list of refer-
ences following the text of the manuscript. In the 
text refer to the author's name (without initials) 
and year of publication (e.g. "Since Peterson (1993) 
has shown that.. .. " or "This is in agreement with 
results obtained later (Kramer, 1994)". For three 
or more authors use the first author followed by "et 
al.", in the text. The list of references should be 
arranged alphabetically by authors' names and 
follow the formats given below. The manuscript 
should be carefully checked to ensure that the 
spelling of authors' names and dates are exactly the 
same in the text as in the reference list. Publica-
tions in any other language than English should 
retain the original title and include an English 
translation in parentheses. However, publication in 
non-Latin alphabets should be transliterated, an 
English translation provided in parentheses and a 
notation such as (in Japanese) or (in Japanese with 
English abstract) should be added. 
References should be given in the following form: 
Articles: Mateos, L., Mantovani, E.C., Villalobos, 
F.J., 1997. Cotton response to non-
uniformity of conventional sprinkler ir-
rigation. Irrig. Sci. 17, 47-52. 
Books: Hillel, D., 1971. Soil and Water-
Physical Principles and Process. Aca-
demic Press, NY. 
Chapter in a Book: Baker, Jr., 1993. Insects. In: 
De Hertogh, A., Le Nard, M. (Eds.), 
The Physiology of Flower Bulbs. 
Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp. 101-153. 
Government document: Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, 1997. Lyme dis-
ease-United States, 1996. Morgid 
Mortal. Wkly Rep. 46, 531-533. 
Internet URL: Steinfeld, H., Gerber, P., Wassenaar, 
T., Castel, V., Rosales, M., de Haan, C., 
2006. Livestock's Long Shadow: Envi-
ronmental Issues and Options. Rome: 
Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations. http://www.fao. 
org/ docrep/O 1 0/ a070 le/ a070 leOO.HTM 
References to papers "in press" must mean that 
the article has been accepted for publication. 
References to "personal communications" and 
unpublished work are permitted in the text only; 
references to papers in preparation or submitted are 
not permissible. 
Illustrations, Line Drawings and Photographs: All 
illustrations should be provided as high quality 
figures suitable for reproduction (which may in-
clude reduction). Photographs, charts and dia-
grams are all to be referred to as "Figure(s)" and 
should be numbered consecutively in the order to 
which they are referred. They should accompany 
the manuscript, but should not be included within 
the text. Figures should be saved as powerpoint, 
TIFF, EPS or other similar formats. Do not use 
word files for figures. The file(s) for figures should 
be separate and named as to make clear which 
figure it is e.g. figs.ppt, fig 1. tiff, fig2.eps, etc. Type 
the figure number and manuscript authors and title 
on the bottom of the figure. All figures must have 
a caption that is supplied on a separate sheet of 
figure legends (included with the main text) after 
the references. The figure legend should state con-
cisely what the figure shows. Color figures should 
only be used when absolutely necessary. 
Tables: Tables should be numbered consecutively 
and given a suitable caption and included at the end 
of the text after the figure legends. Footnotes to 
tables should be typed below the table and should 
be referred to by superscript lowercase letters. No 
vertical rules should be used. Tables should not 
duplicate results presented elsewhere in the manu-
script, (e.g. in graphs). Units of measure should 
always be clearly indicated. 
Permissions: Authors are responsible for obtaining 
permission from the copyright holder to reproduce 
any figures for which copyright exists. The source 
of the material should be credited at the end of the 
figure legend or in a footnote of the table. 
Offprints: One copy of the journal will be sent to 
the contributing authors free of charge. PDF of 
the paper can be obtained free of charge online 
through J -Stage. 
URL: http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/jdsa/ 
Copyright: Copyright of all articles belongs to the 
Agricultural and Forestry Research Center, Uni-
versity of Tsukuba, Japan. All authors must agree 
with the "Transfer of Copyright" at the time of 
submission of an article for publication. 
